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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 
Minutes of Meetings:  June 8th, 2022 

School Board Members Present:  Marcella Chavez (Principal), Rori Martello (Assistant Principal), Msgr. Swiader, 

Robert York (President), Patrick Finley (Vice President), Robert Fioravanti (Secretary), John Dolan, Melissa 

Porter, Ralph Greenidge, Kathryn Rafferty, Karla Guerra and Guy Irace  

School Board Members Absent:  n/a 

PTA Representative:  Marybeth Deierlein 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  The meeting was in person at the Covenant Library  
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mr. York led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Fioravanti recorded the minutes. 

Motion to approve the April minutes was made by Mr. Finley, and seconded by Mr. Irace.  

Due to a lack of quorum, the School Board Meeting was cancelled in May. However, present members did 

discuss several issues, and those meeting notes will be distributed prior to the next meeting.  

Principal’s Report 

• Enrollment 

o Current 2022-2023 enrollment: 385; projected 408 

• Covid Response 

o Draft schedules/calendars reflect a full “return to normalcy” in September. Calendar is posted on 

school website 

o Parotta is still working w/ DRVC. Focus is shifting from Covid Response to enhanced security for 

schools. Parotta will still provide Covid guidance as needed.  

o Now that there is a focus on a full return to normalcy, the School Board will work with School 

Administration to make sure we’re bringing back SJS traditions (i.e. 6th Grade BBQ) that may have 

been cancelled over the last few years due to Covid concerns. School traditions make the school 

experience special for the students and families.  

• Miscellaneous  

o School administration must continue to focus on communication with students and families.  

o Next year we will revisit pick-up and drop-off safety. Traffic patterns in and out of the parking lot will 

shift. Lot to be repaved and repainted.  

o Other Important updates:  
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▪ Experienced math teach (15 years) was hired for the Middle School next year. Most recently 

taught at St. Christopher’s. Announcement to get out next week.  

▪ Departures: Ms. Williams & Ms. Guele – exit interviews were position. Both teachers looking 

to further develop their careers in the public sector.  

▪ Mrs. Kaden retiring 

▪ Resume collection and reviews is on-going. Expected to find quality replacements 

considering the among of notice the administration has this year.  

▪ Announcements on teacher updates expected to go out in the following weeks.  

o Upcoming Events:  

▪ 8th Grade Class Night: Thursday, June 9th, Westbury Manor 

▪ Nursery Graduation: Thursday, June 9th 

▪ 8th Grade Graduation: Saturday, June 11th 

▪ Pre-K Graduation: Tuesday, June 14th 

▪ Kindergarten Graduation: Wednesday, June 15th 

▪ 6/15 & 6/16: 11am Dismissal  

▪ 6/17: 11am Dismissal and Last day of School 

 

President’s Report 

• 2022-2023 SJS School Board Executive Board (President, Vice President & Secretary) 

o School Board Secretary: Mr. Fioravanti nominated; motion seconded by Mr. Finley 

o School Board Vice-President: Mr. Finley nominated; motion seconded by Mr. Greenidge 

o School Board President: Mr. York nominated; motion seconded by Mrs. Rafferty 

• 2022-2023 Board Make-up 

o All members returning; no terms concluding  

• 2022-2023 Board Calendar 

o Shared w/ the School Board via e-mail; revised calendar will be shared 

• Committee Updates 

o After reviewing the finances; it was determined that a 3% tuition raise will be applied to Early 

Childhood, and a 2.5% raise for K-8. Our tuition remains competitive with other schools 

o FA Goal ($140,000) was met for the school year.  

o Athletics: Baseball – successful first season, however, try-outs should be considered for next 

season (team was too large; safety concerns for players w/ no experience). Volleyball season 

was a success. We had enough participation for 2 full teams. Next year the net situation must be 

addressed (often sagged).  

• New Business:  

o Google Form to be shared by Mr. York asking for feedback on 2021-2022 Year 

• Importance of Summer dialogue: virtual meeting scheduled for 8/17 

 

Family Association Report 

• Bloom & Grow Social: raised $108,000 net profit. Thank you Mary Crowell 

• Field Day (5/25/22): need to address volunteers, attendees and Virtus training for next year.  

• Class Picnics: N-5th & 8th complete. 6th & 7th coming up this week.  
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• End of Year Gifts:  

o EC: Summer items and pails 

o Kindergarten: traditional Superkids t-shirt 

o 1st – 5th: Peg games 

o 6th-8th: Journals 

• Teacher Gifts to be distributed 6/14 

• Mrs. Kaden Retirement Gift from FA: SJS Latitude & Longitude Necklace, Photo & Memory Book 

• End of Year Lawn Sign: “We Did it SJS” to be displayed 6/13-6/16 

• Golf Outing: 6/13 

• SJSFA Installation Dinner: St. James in Mineola; 6/15 

• FA End of Year Newsletter to be distributed to school community early next week 

• FA Executive Board Members: 2022-2023 

o President – Juanita Gonzales 

o Vice President – Laura Salinas 

o Treasurer – Suzanne Loggie 

o Secretary – Mary Crowell 

o Treasurer & Secretary positions will begin transitions in 22-23. ECC & Event Chairpersons still a 

work in progress  

 

Msgr. Swiader’s Report:  

 Sadly, in the last two weeks, we as a community have lost 20 years of leadership within our Church community. 

The SJS Endowment is Msgr. Bennet’s legacy. It is stronger than ever and it brings us to this point: Look to the 

Future! That is the point of the endowment, and that is what we need to do as a Board. We experienced many 

difficulties this year within our school community, and it was certainly tough at times. However, there were 

plenty of positives and we need to build on those positives as we go into the summer and the following school 

year. That needs to be our focus.  

  


